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President’s Message

Friendship Knot Quilters’ Guild, Inc.

Happy Quilting!

Dear Quilting Friends,

Cathy Lane

I found myself in the sweet spot last week.
Everything was just right – in my kitchen, my
closet, my garage, and my sewing room.
The sweet spot in life is that rare time
when everything is easy and balanced and good.
It’s when children are potty trained and obedient.
It’s when the frig is full and everything needed for
a complex recipe or a quick snack is fresh and
waiting. Emails have been answered, the laundry
is done, and lots of shows are on the DVR.
In quilting, I feel the sweetness in many
types of work. It’s when my hand applique is
traced and trimmed and basted, ready for sweet,
slow work. I love having a pieced project laid
out, cut pieces ready to join, the design wall free,
and lots of bobbins ready to roll. For hand
binding, it’s when the clips are holding the
binding in place and a favorite movie is scheduled
for a rainy afternoon. None of the projects have
deadlines and all of the projects are done as well
as I can do them. On rare occasions, they all
happen at once. It is especially sweet to choose
how to spend the day.
Sweet spots used to involve friends and
places other than my home, but I’m getting by
with enough flow to get me through the year we’ll
never forget and on to the renewal of taking life
for granted. Friends, gatherings, and plenty of
stimulation will return, but for now, I’ll enjoy the
sweet spots of sewing at home and the knowledge
that I have a bag of frozen chocolate-covered
donuts in the freezer.

Coming Attractions
Ellen Simon

Mar. 15

Celebration of Quilts

Apr. 19

Kestrel Michaud—Color

(7 PM Via Zoom)
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FKQG QUILT CELEBRATION 2021
It’s here, and what a virtual show! First, a BIG thank you to everyone sharing their quilts in
the celebration. And it is just that, a celebration of all our FKQG members. Our skill, our love of fabric, our creativity, our community, and our joy of quilting, are evident in this virtual show.
Every member should, by now have received an email with the link to the FKQG website for the celebration. There are over 200 quilts in 10 categories for you to enjoy. You can click on each photo to
zoom in for more detail. You may share this link with your friends, so they may also view and enjoy
the quilts. The link is: https://friendshipknotquilters.com/virtual-quilt-celebration-2021-gallery/

You should also have received via email, the Voting Form. This is for FKQG members only. At the
top of each category, you will see the maximum number of quilts that you can vote for in that section.
Please adhere to this maximum number of votes. You will vote by clicking on the box next to the
quilt/quilter’s names. When you have finished, click on the submit button and you are done. Your
votes will be counted. There are several ways to tackle this part of the process. You cannot go in and
out of the same form. Once you open the form, be prepared to enter all your votes. You can, and I
recommend that you do, print the form to use as a guide when perusing the quilts to make your selections. In the top right corner, you will see 3 vertical dots. Click on that to find “Print”. Another option is to just write down your voting choices as you look through the categories, then enter the voting
form and mark your votes.
If you have any questions or problems, please don’t hesitate to contact Katie Metheny 941-923
-0313 or Jann Warfield 941-921-2263.
ENJOY THE CELEBRATION!

“The Venice Mystery Train:
Friendship in the Sunshine”
The Venice Area Quilt Guild has invited the Friendship Knot Quilters’ Guild to join their Mystery Quilt challenge this year. How sisterly!
A Mystery is a quilter’s game and it’s lots of fun! You make a quilt – but only receive one step
at a time, so you have absolutely no idea what it will look like until it’s done. This is a fun way to exercise your creativity and flexibility.
Joan Calarco is a member of the VAQG and FKQG, and she has volunteered to act as liaison
for the challenge. We may contact her with any questions along the way.
According to the VAQG website, the Mystery offers a few clues. You might want a 4½ inch
template. For color choices, you can choose to make it scrappy (multicolored) or you might decide on
two contrasting colors. Also, this is a good time to use a storage box to keep your fabrics and blocks
together as you wait for the next step of the mystery.
Read the introduction to step one to get some ideas of the flavor of the quilt and how to choose
your fabrics. Each month a new step will be in our newsletter and on our website. When the challenge
ends, both guilds can all share their work.
Step 1 appears on page 3in this newsletter.
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Mystery Quilt 2021
Step 1

Welcome to the brand new Mystery 2021. It will finish to 60” X 72” and can be made scrappy
or simply with two different fabrics. It will look great without borders. You will need fabrics with a
very dark value, and fabrics with a very light value—strong contrast is key in this quilt. If you are purchasing fabric, you will need 2 3/4 yards of dark fabric and 3 yards of light fabric but don’t forget to
add more for binding. If you feel extra creative—do it in Warms ( yellow or orange) and Cools (blue,
indigo, purple). Keep the dark and light contrast strong but maybe go a bit crazy! (Note: I’m making it
in deep purple and a neon yellow-green! andrea).
Please be sure to follow the instructions about pinning notes in the upper left corners. I know
it’s a bit of a pain but it will make things SO much easier in the end.
You will also need:
•
•

Post-Its and pins to label your blocks as you go
• A very helpful tool will be a 4 1/2” square template
From your fabrics cut

Darks: 29 strips 3” by Width of Fabric (WOF)
Lights: 29 strips 3” by Width of Fabric (WOF)
You will need 10 additional 4 1/2” Light squares to complete Step 6. Save your extra light fabric
for this future step.
Make 29 sets of one dark 3” strip and one light 3” strip. Press to the dark fabric.

Using your 4 1/2” square, cut 260 two patches out of your 29 strip sets. Twist and turn the square so
that your blocks are weebly wobbly (apparently this is an “andrea” term) – as shown. You really need
to get 9 two-patches out of each strip set so be very frugal!:

This is a photo of 9 patches laid out on a
strip set. You have to put them fairly close
together. After you cut your first 9, use
them as guides on your next strip set. If
you lay the sets out on top of each other
really carefully you can cut several layers
at once.
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Wonderful Ways to Lose Yourself Online
Barbie Bailey

The Internet can be a quilter’s best friend when you are looking for information or inspiration,
have the urge to do a little online shopping, or require a bit of stress-free time to yourself. Enjoy the following sites!
25 Week Quilt-A-Long
Lori Kennedy is the author of the book 25 Days to Better Machine Quilting – Hands on Learning to Improve Your Skills. If you don’t want to buy the book, but would still like to learn a few of her
quilting tricks, try visiting Lori’s website https://lorikennedyquilts.com and click on the main menu selection entitled, “25 Week QAL.” In this free 25-week quilt-a-long, Lori provides lessons which she
has taken directly from her book. Nearly all of the weekly lessons have already been posted, so you
have the luxury of reviewing them as quickly or as leisurely as you wish. While on the website, do
check out what Lori has to share in the other menu selections entitled, “motifs,” “projects,” and
“inspiration.” You are sure to find something that will catch your eye and pique your interest.
Five Ways to Sandwich Your Quilt
Does the process of sandwiching your quilt project tend to make you groan in frustration? Have
you always wanted to learn how to use fusible batting? If so, Becky Jorgensen’s website article, “Five
Ways to Sandwich Your Quilt to Avoid Bubbles” may be just what you need. Let’s face it, even an experienced quilter can learn a few new tricks! See: https://patchworkposse.com/5-ways-sandwich-quiltavoid-bubbles/. Becky created the online blog Patchwork Posse (https://patchworkposse.com) in 2007
out of a desire to connect with others in the quilting community. Her site is full of links to classes, resources, patterns, and quilting projects, as well as information about the International Association of
Quilters - an online subscription-based quilt group she founded which currently has members from over
20 countries.
Jordan Fabrics
Donna and Matt Jordan are owners of Jordan Fabrics, a retail store in Oregon with a terrific
website full of fabrics, 100+ free patterns, tools and tutorials. Go to: https://jordanfabrics.com. While
their business initially was focused on traveling to quilt and craft shows, it eventually expanded to a retail store, workshop, and video studio. Jordan Fabrics specializes in pre-cut quilt kits which enable their
customers to get right to the business of piecing and quilting without delay. For purchases over $50,
shipping is free. Even if you don’t want to buy anything, it is always fun to poke around a quilt shop,
and in this case, shopping online surely saves you a looooong drive from Florida to Oregon!

Just A Thought
Cathy Lane

Have you noticed…
with a craft, baby, or lap size batting,
you can make a KidzQuilt, two placemats, a
fidget quilt, and have scraps leftover for the
Pet Bed team?
Coincidence?
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Quilt and Sewing Supply Donations
Cass Bowen

The Guild receives calls all the time from members who have friends that are looking to donate
quilting and sewing supplies/equipment. Unfortunately many times it’s because a relative has passed
on and the family wants to find a new home for the sewing items. In years past, FKQG has allowed
members to sell things at the meetings. Since we are not meeting right now that’s not an option. As
quilters we know it is hard to just drop these supplies off at the local Goodwill or Salvation Army. Patti Knowles, one of our members, found a home for her friend’s mother’s quilting supplies. Patti called
the East County Girls Club in Manatee County and they were thrilled to get the supplies. In the past I
was able to donate many rubber stamps and craft supplies to the Girls and Boys Club in Sarasota. Before you drop quilting/sewing things off at the Goodwill, take a minute to call a few of our youth clubs
to see if they can use any of the supplies. It’s a great way to encourage young people to sew and spark
their creativity. Who knows, maybe they’ll become obsessed like us!

LIBRARY LETTERS
Ellen Simon

We are going to have another drive-through library session, Monday, March 15, from 1 to 3
pm. Please plan on returning your library books.
You will need to make an appointment and wear a mask. To get a time slot, email me at
cqmaker1950@gmail.com and put Library in the subject box.
You can also request a book. Check out our inventory on the Library Thing, which is accessible directly from the blue box at the bottom of the home page on the guild website. The guild’s website is: Friendshipknotquilters.com.
We will be using the back door to the meeting room for the drive- through library.
The door is on the west side of the building. Once you enter the church driveway, take the first
left in front of the building, then turn right to go around the rear.
Ellen Simon (941) 723-8727 or cqmaker1950@gmail.com

The Coastal Quilter
Exclusive pick up and delivery
service for our longarm
machine quilting customers.

(941) 465-1292
coastalquilter.com
Ellen Simon

Len Damond

The Friendship Note—A Newsletter of Friendship Knot Quilters’ Guild, Sarasota, Florida

Page 6 March, 2021

Friendship Knot Quilters’ Guild, Inc.

Fidget Quilts
The Guild received a letter thanking us for the fidget quilts. The letter indicated they
are “in awe of your generosity and thoughtfulness to our company and to those whose days
will be brightened by your quilting guild’s most talented members”.

Tips and Tricks
Delores Simpson

Here's a tip I got from YouTube videos. It’s called "Time Out -Sewing with Becky
Goldsmith" from Piece O' Cake Designs. She was teaching about how to use serrated scissors
correctly. Did you know there was a right way?!? Serrated scissors, like those from Karen Kay
Buckley, have one smooth blade and one serrated blade. According to Becky, you might want
to try cutting fabric with the serrated blade on top. This allows the fabric to slide into position on
the smooth blade, resulting in a nice, even cut. To avoid peering closely at your scissors every
time you want to use them, Becky suggests attaching a scissors charm to the handle with the
smooth blade so you will see at a glance how to pick up and hold the scissors before you cut.
Sounds good to me!
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Donor Quilt information
Denise Collado and Elva Farrell

It’s hard to believe we’re only a
couple weeks away from drawing the winning ticket for our gorgeous Dresden
Blooms quilt.
Our membership has gone above
and beyond in buying and selling tickets
under challenging circumstances, and we
couldn’t be more thankful to each of you.
We’ve sold a record number of tickets;
however, we still have a few (hundred)
tickets left. Rather than have leftover tickets, like many retailers when they have
surplus inventory, we are having a sale. To
show our appreciation to those who have
purchased tickets, you can buy additional
tickets, buy one/get one. For every book
of tickets you purchase, we will give you a
second book at no cost. This sale is only
for those who purchased tickets previously, to show our appreciation for their support. If you have not yet purchased, and
want tickets, they are available at the regular price: $1 each, 6 for $5.
To purchase tickets, go to our website
(friendshipknotquilters.com) and follow
the link to tickets.

During the pandemic, Fabric Smart is taking
orders on the phone and online. Orders may
be shipped to you or you may pick up your
order curbside.
The Friendship Note—A Newsletter of Friendship Knot Quilters’ Guild, Sarasota, Florida

Page 8 March, 2021

Friendship Knot Quilters’ Guild, Inc.

KiDZQuilts
We’ve had another bountiful month for our group, and the NICU. Twelve of our members and
friends made 49 delightful baby quilts, which were donated to Sarasota Memorial Hospital on February 22; and that brings our total for the year to 102.
Here are the participants who made quilts for the month: Suzy Weinbach (5), Becky Wells (8), Ginny
Klotzbach (3), Mary Schulte (1), Barbara Amyottle (1), Clara Spitler (7), Bunny Schermer (2), Sandy
Marcus (4), Linda Forestier (1), Diane Kestner (1) plus (1) with Lynne, and Eva Winter (15). Also,
Eva knitted 15 baby hats, and Nancy Dugas crocheted 3 sets of hats and blankets.
Special thanks to Dayle Gruder, who sewed together leftover strips of batting to make pieces big
enough for our baby quilts.
Please refer to our guidelines for baby quilts, under Charity Quilts, on the FKQG website. All quilts
need to be labeled; there is a template on the website for your use, or you may contact Joy Abbott, joyabbott1@comcast.net, who will send you some. For more information, please contact Linda
Forestier llforestier@hotmail.com, or Ginny Klotzbach, vir_klotz@yahoo.com.
Have fun making a cute baby quilt! In March, please let us know if you have one or more to
contribute, and we will meet you. Many thanks to all!
Thank you to everyone who has contributed, your gifts are very much appreciated. Please keep
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Placemats for Meals on Wheels
Elva Farrell

I have been really encouraged by the emails and phone calls I’ve received expressing support for the placemat project, and even pictures of already completed placemats. I hope you are all
planning to make at least one.
Placemats can be any theme and should be a standard placemat size, 14" x 16" give or take
an inch, my favorite size is 13’ x 17’(no smaller than 12” x 14”) with a single layer of batting inside. Placemats should be as flat as possible so you could use a layer of flannel or fusible fleece in
place of the thicker batting. Use any pattern, or no pattern at all. Use orphan blocks leftover from a
quilt or a class project, two fat quarters that you have no plans for, some fabric you have fallen out
of love with…..the ideas are endless and I’m sure we all have fabric languishing in our stash that
would love to find a new home in the form of a placemat.
If we give a placemat to each or the 800 meal recipients we will need about 100 placemats
a month!
Need some pattern ideas? There are dozens of tutorials on YouTube and you can find our
guidelines on our website.
I will take placemats anytime but since we are not currently meeting I would welcome reports from you of your completed placemat(s).

This was a leftover block from a quilt

and this was a sample from Ranae Merrill’s
spirals class years ago

Borders were added to both to make them the right size for a placemat. It feels good to clean out
some of my stash and they only took about an hour each.
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Friendship Knot Quilters’ Guild Website Directory

(Use this list as a guide. The website changes as our needs change)

Home page
Upcoming events
Links to Gallery
About Us
Guild objectives
Meeting dates and times
Membership form
Bylaws and Policies
Advertisers and their links
Charities
Placemats for Meals on Wheels
Fidget Quilts
KidzQuilts
Shelter Bed Buddies
Classes
Registration form
Handouts
Class date, descriptions, supply lists,
and enrollment
Cottage Chatter
Cottage group descriptions, goals, and
purpose
Donation Tax Receipt
Donor Quilt 2021
Pictures and ticket information
Gallery
Trunk Shows
Show and tell slide shows

Home
Members Only
Budgets
Treasurer’s reports
Executive Board meeting minutes
Minutes and Reports
Newsletters
Officers
Job descriptions
Quilt Show 2019
Quilt Show 2021
Retreats
Pictures
Upcoming dates and information
Stash Bandit Handouts
The First Great UFO Challenge
Guidelines
Entry form
The Venice Mystery Train: Friendship in
the Sunshine
Steps
Virtual Quilt Celebration 2021

Shelter Bed Buddy Workshop
Jane Sanks

We made 85 beds in February, bringing our 2021 total to 200 beds. Some were delivered to
the Manatee County Animal Shelter, and the remainder went to Satchel’s, a rescue facility of last
resort.
Thank you for continuing to drop stuff off at my home. There is a bench on the front porch
and if it is already full, just drop your bag(s) nearby. My address is 7323 Bounty Dr., which is in
Gulf Gate. Call me for directions. You may drop bags without ringing the doorbell.
Workshop dates will be posted once the Red Cross reopens.
Jane Sanks (941) 923-4240 or (941) 726-2849. If you prefer, you could also send an email to
rasanks22@aol.com.
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A VIRTUAL QUILT MYSTERY

Another Website Worth a Visit

About a month ago, I was watching a
news show and the female senator from Hawaii
was being interviewed via Zoom. Now, as you
know, these interviews have given us a peek into
the speakers' private lives, as most people are
sitting at their computers in their homes. I
couldn't help but notice what looked like a quilt
(or two) hanging on the wall behind Mazie Hirono. My curiosity was piqued, so I decided to
write her an email and ask if they were indeed
quilts on her wall, and if she had made them or
someone else. Well, I guess the senator had other, more pressing, business to attend to and I did
not hear back from her. Not much later I received the monthly newsletter from Cindy
Grisdela, a quilter from Virginia who came to
the guild not that long ago, you remember, when
we used to have real, in person speakers. Cindy
was summing up her year, and had about six
photos to illustrate her newsletter. And what do
you know – there was a screen shot of the senator from the tv program I had been watching. So
I wrote a quick note to Cindy, telling her that I
had noticed the artwork on the wall during the
broadcast and now it was confirmed to be a
quilt, by someone I had actually met! Cindy
wrote back to let me know that Mazie had purchased it from her at a local art show. I am so
glad that Cindy wrote back to me ( I guess she
isn't as busy as the senator). Mystery Solved!

We’re in! Members of the Friendship
Knot Quilters’ Guild now have access to the
website of the International Quilt Museum in
Nebraska.

Ellen Simon

PS– the next time I saw the senator in an
interview, she was either in a different room or
in a different spot of the same room, and I noticed she had several pieces of whimsical ceramics on display. So nice to know that she is a patron of the arts.

The International Quilt Museum's mission is to build a global collection and audience
that celebrate the cultural and artistic significance of quilts. The museum has the world's
largest publicly held quilt collection, dating
from the early 1700s to present and representing more than 60 countries.
al visit.

This website is definitely worth a virtu-

How to Enter the Quilt Guild Portal:
Visit:
https://www.internationalquiltmuseum.org/

1) Click on "Login" on the top menu bar at
www.internationalquiltmuseum.org.
2) Enter rcblane@comcast.net for the user
name.
3) Enter Qui1ts! for the password.
Be sure to note the 1 and ! in the password. It is also case sensitive. :)

Check back frequently as they add more
information, including more Pre-Recorded Programs.
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FRIENDSHIP KNOT QUILTERS’ GUILD
2021 Application for Membership

New __________
Renewal __________

*If your contact information is unchanged, just write “Same” on form.

PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY!

Date: ____________________________

Name: ___________________________________________________________________________________
Telephone: Home (

)__________________________ Cell (

)_________________________________

E-mail Address: ___________________________________________________________________________
Address: _________________________________________________________________________________
Street
City
State
Zip
FKQG Cottage Group Membership(s)? _________________________________________________________
Note: The above information is published in our Membership Roster. If you DO NOT want any
Information other than your name made available to other members, please initial here __________________

New Members: Your member folder will be available at the next meeting. If you would like your folder
mailed, please include $5.00 for mailing. Renewing Members: If you would like your member card mailed,
please include a self-addressed, stamped envelope with this form.
Newsletters are available on our website at www.friendshipknotquilters.com. An e-mail will be sent each
month to let you know when the newsletter has been posted to the website. If you do not have Internet access
and would like to receive the newsletter by mail, there will be a $15.00/yr charge for postage and handling.
Enclosed:
_____________ $25.00 Annual Dues (January 1st – December 31st) Dues are not prorated.
_____________ 15.00 Postage and Handling for mailing newsletter.
_____________ 5.00 New members – Only if you want your new member folder mailed to you.
_____________ Total

Check # ______________ (made out to FKQG)
Check date _______________________

or Cash _____

Use of Information Policy – Please Read

Members are advised that participation in the Guild and its activities may result in the use of their name/
picture in guild publications, i.e., newsletter, meeting minutes, quilt show publications, FKQG website, etc.
The member agrees to hold harmless the Friendship Knot Quilters’ Guild and its members. By signing this
form, you have read and agree to the above Use of Information Policy.

Signature: __________________________________________
Mail to: Kathy Shanley
4530 Hidden River Rd., Sarasota, FL 34240
E-mail:Kathyquilter44@gmail.com
941-468-3686

Treasurer
Master List
File Card
Mail Newsletter

ID Card
E-Mail
New Folder
CG
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2020 Officers & Committee Chairs

Friendship Knot Quilters’ Guild, Inc.

Parliamentarian, Karen Clark
941-755-1122 - kcnurse@verizon.net

President, Cathy Lane*
941-355-2696 - rcblane@comcast.net

Public Relations : Position Open

1st Vice President, Education Chair, Gerda Hanson* 702-755-4015 - ddghanson@myactv.net

Website Assistant,

2nd V.P., Program Director, Ellen Simon*
941-723-8727 - cqmaker1950@gmail.com

Workshop Coordinator,

Treasurer, Joy Abbott*
941-371-3043 - joyabbott1@comcast.net
Past President, Delores Simpson*
941-924-7292 - dms@verizon.net

* Denotes voting board member

Secretary, Marcia Slocum* 941-371-7704
marciaslocum@gmail.com and Cass Bowen*
941- 320-8840 - cbcassiecat@gmail.com
Web Master, Ruth Baggs
703-350-7652 - BAGGS_Ruth@yahoo.com
Class Registrar, Ann Greene
941-228--2256 - annsews@verizon.net
Cottage Group Coordinator, Denise Collado
941-924-6061 - doktacee@yahoo.com
Friendship, Bev Wiberg
941-341-9758 - beverly.wiberg@yahoo.com
Photographer, Brenda Wathier
941-926-4803 - bwathier@aol.com
and Kathy Dotson 941-266-0877
kdkwilts@aol.com
Librarian, Ellen Simon
941-723-8727 - cqmaker1950@gmail.com
Membership, Kathy Shanley
941-468-3686 - kathyquilter44@gmail.com
Newsletter Editor, Jane Sanks
941-923-4240 - rasanks22@aol.com

All Guild Meetings are held at
Sarasota Community Church
4041 Bahia Vista Street, Sarasota
Doors open at 6:15 p.m.
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All newsletter information due by
March 25, 2021
Email submissions by this date to the Editor, Jane Sanks at
rasanks22@aol.com
Friendship
If you know of a member who is ill, has suffered the loss of a loved one or otherwise should
be remembered by our Guild, please let me know
so I can send a card from the Guild.
beverly.wiberg@yahoo.com

Help save lives by wearing a face
mask!

The Friendship Note
7323 Bounty Drive
Sarasota, FL 34231

www.friendshipknotquilters.com
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