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President’s Message
Dear Quilting Friends,
We can all be grateful that we have
technology to keep us in touch with family,
friends and the guild during this global pandemic.
Let’s also be glad that we have Ellen Simon
working to book the Zoom lecturers for our
monthly guild meetings. As with any guild
program, some are just what I love, while others
are in an area I hadn’t given much thought.
Recently Ellen and I discussed one
presenter we think might be good for a 2021 guild
meeting, Ellen asked me if I thought the topic
might be too basic. I quickly said, “When the
student is ready, the teacher will appear.” That’s
a line I learned from the old Kung Fu television
show. How many times have we heard some
lecture, and we sat there thinking, “I’m never
going to do that kind of quilting.” Time passes,
and months or years later we can’t wait to give it a
try. We are ready to know about specialty threads
or free motion quilting. We want to try surface
design or liberated piecing.
For that reason, the guild tries to offer a
variety of programs. Look back on recent years
and you’ll see that we’ve had a bit of everything.
We’ve certainly offered some artsy stuff, some
precision sewing, some modern design, some
traditional topics, and my favorite, trunk shows.
During the next month, we will be asking
you for ideas and guidance in what types of
programs might be good for the guild. We’ll look
for the names of specific quilters, and we’ll ask
for general topic areas. Send your ideas to Ellen,
me, or any Board member.

Friendship Knot Quilters’ Guild, Inc.

I urge you to give all of our programs
your attention. You might be surprised to find
yourself interested in a new aspect of quilting.
Maybe you don’t remember where you first
heard about using cheesecloth or doing ruler
work, but you are ready to spread your wings
and try something new. In this age of masks and
cancelled events, I think being open to
something new is just what the doctor ordered.
So, sit back and enjoy what we’ve found to
entertain and inspire you. You may put it to good
use in your quilting future.
Happy Quilting!

Cathy Lane
Coming Attractions
Ellen Simon

November Maria Shell
December Diane Harris (Stash Bandit)

Thank you, Barbie Bailey
Thank you Barbie for volunteering to
share a list of internet resources for quilters. We
look forward to seeing what’s out there.
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Membership Report
Kathy Shanley

Hello Ladies! I miss your faces! But it is nice seeing some of you on our Zoom meetings. Speaking of Zoom, for the last two meetings we have had approximately 63 - 65 members in
attendance. We have added a couple of new members as well. Please keep in mind that the Zoom
meeting is for members only and when you join the meeting, please make sure you drop your name in
the comments box so we can count attendance. If anyone needs help with setting up their Zoom,
please reach out to Cathy Lane or Marcia Berkey. Also, if you name yourself on your device when
you join the meeting that would be a great help to me. How did someone with such a bad memory for
names get to be Membership Chair? LOL! The new 2021 renewal form is on the website as well as
here in the newsletter. You can go ahead and start mailing your renewals for 2021 to me at any
time. Hopefully, we can have some sort of in-person meet-up before the end of the year. I know a lot
of people have been working on their UFO's but it seems we have been just as busy at work as we ever
were so other than getting Rosie the Longarm set up and one session with Nan Fishpaw for teaching, I
have accomplished very little other than adding to my fabric and tool stash! Those online Facebook
sales with Sew Worth It! and Cotton Patch are blowing my budget! Stay well and keep on stitching!
Kathy Shanley, Membership Chairman

Attention Mask Makers and
Gown Sewers
Email Joy Abbott at (Joyabbott1@ comcast.net) to tell her what charitable sewing you’ve
done – hospice gowns, masks for the hospital or community groups, etc. This enables us to keep our
non-profit status.

LIBRARY LETTERS
Ellen Simon

I have added three new titles to the guild library this month.

Most of us are enjoying more time in our sewing spaces since March. But is your sewing space
working for you? The new book, Love Your Creative Space, could help you replan your studio or give
you some ideas for a little tweak here and there. There is even a section on UFOs, which I am sure
most of you will no longer need to read as you are fulfilling the guild UFO challenge to the nth degree.
Fresh Quilts from Traditional Blocks is essentially a modern take on familiar quilt blocks.
What I like about this book are the sidebars in each chapter: Fearless Takeaways, Confidence Boosters, Leap of Faith and Color Lessons. Even though I am not ready to tackle a new quilt project right
now, just reading the sidebars gives me lots of information and inspiration to work with.
Last is the Big Book of Star-Studded Quilts, a compendium from other Martingale publications
that includes 44 star based designs. Sometimes you have to look past the more dated (or traditional)
fabric choices. This book includes table runners, table toppers and of course bed quilts.

I am hoping that November will be the rollout of the curbside library so you can
all enjoy the new titles.
Ellen Simon (941) 723-8727 or cqmaker1950@gmail.com
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Upcoming Election of Officers
Cathy Lane

It is time to elect a new Friendship Knot Quilters’ Guild President, Second Vice President,
and Secretary to serve in 2021 and 2022. Please consider volunteering for one of these positions.
There are many people in the guild who will support you in your efforts and guide you as you work
to make the Friendship Knot Quilters’ Guild better than ever.
Feel free to contact me or any board members if you have questions about what these jobs
entail. Brief job descriptions are available on the Officers Page of our website.
I promise to support you in your use of Zoom until we can return to meeting in person. Most
importantly, I promise you that you will have a lot of fun.
I told Marcia Berkey that I lost sleep over the many tech issues at our September guild meeting. She told me that nobody wants to switch places with me. However, I just know someone out
there is anxious to take the helm and lead the guild in this new era.

PROGRAM NOTES
Ellen Simon

I can't tell you how excited I am to present Pam Rocco as our October speaker. Maybe you
are not familiar with her name but for those of you who used to read Quilters Newsletter (and I know
there are a lot of you who did because back issues were always donated to the book sale) you may
recall her column, words to quilt by. Pam was into improvisational quilting before there was Improvisational Quilting! Her quilts were frequently made from orphaned blocks or from cut up clothing.
Here is an example of Pam's approach to “design”, reprinted from one of her columns.
I remembered something Arbie Williams, an African American quilter from Oakland had
said: “If you get discomfortable with something you're making...just cut it down the middle and send
it to the other side.” So I cut the center block in two, put one half in the upper right-hand corner and
the other half in the lower left. This might work, I thought.

Pam's column often included pattern directions for scrappy quilts. I have made, to name a
few, Scrap Patch Boxes, Kuba Cross, Cinco de Mayo and Plus Signs. I will share some of them during show and tell. If you have ever made a quilt from Pam's patterns, please share them with us.
Pam will be joining us from Santa Cruz, California, where hopefully she will have clear skies,
free of smoke from wildfires. Her quilts are pictured on page 11.
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Tips, Techniques and Terrific Ways to Lose Yourself Online
Barbie Bailey

The Internet is a great way to find inspiration and gather information. Here are a few links to
help you forget all about things like Florida’s humidity or the Covid-19 pandemic.
If you’ve ever yearned for a single website that could help you learn several different subjects,
here it is! TheSpruceCrafts, https://www.thesprucecrafts.com is a do-it-yourself (DIY) craft and hobby site with a wide variety of helpful information. It is full of quilting/sewing tutorials ranging from
adjusting machine tension and making hand-marbled fabric, to hobbyist tidbits such as how to detect
counterfeit coins and how to make a mosaic serving tray. Really, this site has everything you need to
lose yourself for a few hours…or days….
Purchasing fabrics online can be challenging with one of the biggest worries being whether the
quality of the fabric will be acceptable. If you haven’t discovered Mulqueen Sewing and Fabric
Center, https://www.mulqueen.com/shop/Fabric.htm, you might want to give them a try. Mulqueen’s
fabric prices are great! Most fabrics sell for $6.95 per yard, and sale fabrics are just $4.95 yd. The fabric quality looks and feels nice, and orders are shipped within 2-3 business days. Mulqueen’s offers
free shipping for orders over $49, and who doesn’t like free?!
Studio Art Quilt Associates, https://www.saqa.com/resources/textiletalks, is a non-profit organization whose mission is to promote the art quilt. Textile Talks, their weekly one-hour online
presentation/panel discussions are held each Wednesday at 2pm EST. Presentations feature information from experts representing the International Quilt Museum, the Modern Quilt Guild, Quilt Alliance, Studio Art Quilt Associates, and the Surface Design Association. If Wednesday afternoons don’t
work for you, their website has links to at least 20 of their previous talks, so you can listen at your leisure.
Sew At Home Mummy, https://www.sewathomemummy.com, is a personal blog about sewing, quilting, motherhood and DIY projects. Erin Davis is a modern quilter who dabbles in all things
crafty. Her website goals include offering:
inspiration and a bit of laughs;
help and a bit of moral support;
ideas and guidance with respect to blogging tips, new products, and new projects, and the
inspiration to “make it, fix it, and do it.”

New for 2020—UFO Challenge
Suzy Weinbach

Calling all UFO Challenge quilters! You are an amazing group, 54 strong! At the final count
we have over 60 finishes and I am sure there are more with more in the works. In watching the pictures
flow in to my email I am truly inspired by the workmanship and diversity of quilters in our Guild.

Keep up the amazing work. It is hard, to say the least, in this Pandemic era of limited contact
with others to stay in touch. As quilters we have a craft that provides an outlet and yes, we are all
learning to ZOOM! I hope everyone is taking advantage of this "home" time to search the web for interesting ideas and online classes. This is a sure way to generate new ideas.
More information is available on the Guild website or you may contact Suzy Weinbach at suzy.weinbach@yahoo.com or (303) 517-1587.
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September Guild Meeting Speaker
Cathy Lane

Diane Powers Harris, our September Guild meeting presenter, sent this update about her beautiful quilt, “Recharging the Floridan Aquifer” the morning after her talk for us. Those of us who saw
the quilt, will not be surprised to learn that the quilt is now an award winner.
Diane wrote, “I did find out this morning the final quilt in my presentation, “Recharging the
Floridan Aquifer” was juried into the Citrus County Old Courthouse Heritage Museum’s exhibit
“Community” and won 1st place! The exhibit will be on display at the museum located in Inverness
October 15 – November 25, 2020. Perhaps your members might like to see the exhibit, so have included the museum’s info for your newsletter.
The museum is located at: One Courthouse Square, Inverness FL 34450
They can be reached via Phone: (352) 341-6428, Fax: (352) 341-6445
or their website www.citruscountyhistoricalsociety.org.
Museum Hours: Monday – Friday, 10:00 a.m.–4:00 p.m.
Admission is free, but donations are always welcome.

Also, to whet your members’ interest in the exhibit, here’s a link
to the winners announcement page
Again, thank you for a delightful evening spent with your membership. My only regret
couldn’t meet in person.”

was we

"a traditionally trained fabric geek gone awry!"
Diane
Additional sites:

https://www.sewathomemummy.com

https://redthreadstudio.com/
https://www.saqa.com/resources/textiletalks
http://www.floridaquiltnetwork.com/calendar.html

Tips and Tricks
Delores Simpson

After sewing blocks together by machine, it is time to attach them either to each other or a
sashing strip. Have you ever experienced having your stitches become loose at the edges of your
block? I have! And it's no fun. According to Susan Cleveland, a teacher our Guild brought in
awhile ago, one of the reasons this happens is that your stitch length is set too long. Most modern
machines come with a stitch length of 2.0 preprogrammed into them. This is fine for garment sewing, but not so hot for quilt piecing. If you reduce the size of your quilt stitch to 1.8 or 1.9, your
stitched seams will not separate at the end of the seam. This saves a lot of time by not having to go
back and re-stitch seams than are opening up. Works for me!

The Friendship Note—A Newsletter of Friendship Knot Quilters’ Guild, Sarasota, Florida

Page 6 October 2020

Friendship Knot Quilters’ Guild, Inc.

Donor Quilt information
Denise Collado and Elva Farrell

Our ticket sales are moving along-but we still
have a way to go to reach our goal. Thanks to your
response to our bonus ticket sale which ended on August 31st , we sold over 400 tickets last month. We
have sold just over 5,000 tickets and a little more than
1,000 are checked out to members that have not been
returned yet. This means, we have about 4,000 tickets
yet to sell and just 6 months left to sell them. Our
members have been such a support in this effort! Special kudos go to Robin Kriegs. Robin is north for the
summer (and who knows for how much longer) but
she continues to sell tickets. To date she has checked
out 350 tickets and continues to sell and return them.
While we are not all able to step up to that plate, we
do appreciate all the help you can give. Continue to
share our post. We can tell each time the quilt has
been shared by the flurry of sales both on PayPal and
in our mail box. And, check out the ticket sales link on
our website. We have agreed to promote other guild’s
raffle quilts if they will promote ours. So far, in addition to our sister guilds, one guild has agreed (and we
have received ticket sales from their posting). They are
supporting us; if you can support them, then we truly
are sister guilds.
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Member of the Year 2019

Be careful!

Jann Warfield

It's time to begin thinking about this
year's Member of the Year award. It's been a
challenging year with little personal interaction,
but please forward your nomination's name and a
reason
for
your
choice
to
my
email: janntw@aol.com. Please remember that
previous winners cannot win again.

The following active members have been
awarded MOTY in the past and cannot be renominated: Joy Abbott, Cass Bowen, Carol
Brown, Karen Clark, Tena Davis, Elva Farrell,
Ann Greene, Carroll Jenkins, Marlene Kurtz,
Karla Lynch, Linda Nichols, Susan Ott, Linda
Pearce, Ellen Simon, Katie Metheny and Jann
Warfield.

The Coastal Quilter
Exclusive pick up and delivery
service for our longarm
machine quilting customers.

Don’t forget to check out our sister
guilds’ websites. Everyone is staying active in
very different ways.

Report on the September 21, 2020
Guild Meeting
Cathy Lane

62 members were present
A poll was taken regarding the possibility of the
guild putting on a virtual quilt show.
91% of participants agreed it was a good idea.
71% of participants said they would submit pictures of quilts for the show.

(941) 465-1292
coastalquilter.com
Ellen Simon

Take a minute to look at suspicious
email addresses before you open them. We continue to hear that some of our names (with fake
email addresses) are being used to solicit funds
for phony causes. No board member will ever
send you a request for money in this way.

Len Damond

16% of participants said they would be willing
to take a leadership role in the show.

KidzQuilts Guidelines
Please refer to these guidelines when making KidzQuilts:
Minimum size is 27” a side
Cotton fabric is best, flannel is acceptable, no fleece
Cheerful brights or soft colors, preprinted panels, novelty prints, scrappy, etc.
Low loft batting quilted at least as densely as the manufacturer recommends

Machine quilting and binding
No embellishments (buttons, fringe, lace, invisible thread)
These quilts are made to be used and must withstand washing in hot water.
All quilts need a label. See the printable sheet on our website or contact Linda Forestier or
Ginny Klotzbach.
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You may contact Cheryl at (772) 828-0462.

More Help Needed
The Friendship Knot Quilters’ Guild Bylaws and Policies must be reviewed every two
years. Cathy Lane and Delores Simpson have
agreed to do this review. Contact Cathy Lane or
Delores Simpson if you would like to be part of
the team giving input on the structure of the
guild. We plan to start the job in the fall.

Manatee Patchworkers
Mary Lewis

Join Manatee Patchworkers’ first
virtual workshop! Carole Lyles Shaw
will teach her Mid-Century Mod Curve
on Tuesday, November 3, 2020 from
9:30-3:30. You can attend this class in
your own sewing room over Zoom. Go
to www.manateepatchworkers.org for
further information, a supply list, and a
workshop registration form. Or you can
contact Carole with questions at
carole@lyles.net. We look forward to
seeing you online!
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KiDZQuilts
Our KidzQuilts members and friends made 88 beautiful baby quilts this month, donated to the
N.I.C.U. on September 24th. Mothers and babies will be very happy to receive them! Our total for the
year is now 492 quilts, given to Sarasota Memorial Hospital.
These are our donors for the month, and their number of quilts: Phyllis Terry (12), Suzy Weinbach (3), Sandy Marcus (4), Bunny Schermer (12), Diane Kestner (2), Diane w/ Marilyn Foster (1),
Diane w/Lynn Ouellette (1), Diane w/Friend (1), Ginny Klotzbach w/ Ellen Simon (7), Carol Brown
w/ Ellen Simon (4), Janice Leroux (1), Linda Forestier (2), Beverly Johnson (8), Eva Winter (8), Margaret Baechtold (2), Donna Koenig (13), Jane Benas (4), Jane Holt (3). Nancy Dugas crocheted 2 hat
and blanket sets.
We encourage you to make a cute baby quilt (or more), for next month, and contact me, Linda
Forestier, llforestier@hotmail.com, or Ginny Klotzbach, vir_klotz@yahoo.com. Our revised Guidelines were printed in the Guild Newsletter, and are also on the FKQG website. In addition, if you need
labels, Joy Abbott, joyabbott1@comcast.net, will send them to you. Fabrics should be washed before
making the quilt; this prevents shrinkage and running of colors.
We thank you all for your wonderful work, and wish you happy quilting! If you have a quilt to
donate, please have it available before October 20th.
Please refer to the Kidzquilts
Guidelines on our FKQG website, under Charity Quilts.

The Friendship Note—A Newsletter of Friendship Knot Quilters’ Guild, Sarasota, Florida

Page 10 October 2020

Friendship Knot Quilters’ Guild, Inc.

APRIL 25—MAY 2, 2021

Plan the perfect retreat with your friends. We will cruise for 7 nights and sew for 3 days!
Each day at sea you will make a new and exciting quilt top!
Each quilt will be a brand new design and the kits will be included with your cruise.
Leave Miami on the beautiful Allure of the Seas with Royal Caribbbean on April 25.
April 26: Sew at Sea: April 27: Sew at Sea: April 28: Philipsburg, St Maarten
April 29: San Juan, Puerto Rico: April 30: Sew at Sea: May 1: Perfect Day Cococay, Bahamas
May 2: return to Miami
Price has been confirmed. Ocean View Room: $2060, Balcony Room: $2200.
Sister rate (non-quilters) will be $500 less.
Remember: This is an all inclusive rate: taxes, port fees, gratuities, KITS, etc.
Call me: 913-683-3324
Sign up: QuiltandCruise.com

Shelter Bed Buddy Workshop
Jane Sanks

We are still making beds for shelter animals in my home. I have had to draft my husband to
help as our numbers have dwindled owing to health issues of volunteers. We finished 67 in September
which brings our total for 2020 to 529. All have been delivered except for 7 which are stacked in my
laundry room and my younger cat sleeps on them at night. Since she sleeps the entire night, I decided
to leave the pile of beds for her. Our regular delivery people have not joined our small group so that
leaves 2 of our small group with the additional work of delivering the beds to shelters. It takes a lot of
love for animals to commit to such jobs.
I do thank those of you who have made the journey to my home and delivered bags of scraps
so we can continue our work.
You may drop off bags of scraps at my home,
7323 Bounty Dr., which is in Gulf Gate. Call me for
directions. You may drop bags without ringing the doorbell.
Workshop dates will be posted once the Red
Cross reopens.
Jane Sanks (941) 923-4240 or (941) 726-2849.
If you prefer, you could also send an email to
rasanks22@aol.com.
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These chair quilts are by Pam Rocco.
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FRIENDSHIP KNOT QUILTERS’ GUILD
2021 Application for Membership

New __________
Renewal __________

*If your contact information is unchanged, just write “Same” on form.

PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY!

Date: ____________________________

Name: ___________________________________________________________________________________
Telephone: Home (

)__________________________ Cell (

)_________________________________

E-mail Address: ___________________________________________________________________________
Address: _________________________________________________________________________________
Street
City
State
Zip
FKQG Cottage Group Membership(s)? _________________________________________________________
Note: The above information is published in our Membership Roster. If you DO NOT want any
Information other than your name made available to other members, please initial here __________________

New Members: Your member folder will be available at the next meeting. If you would like your folder
mailed, please include $5.00 for mailing. Renewing Members: If you would like your member card mailed,
please include a self-addressed, stamped envelope with this form.
Newsletters are available on our website at www.friendshipknotquilters.com. An e-mail will be sent each
month to let you know when the newsletter has been posted to the website. If you do not have Internet access
and would like to receive the newsletter by mail, there will be a $15.00/yr charge for postage and handling.
Enclosed:
_____________ $25.00 Annual Dues (January 1st – December 31st) Dues are not prorated.
_____________ 15.00 Postage and Handling for mailing newsletter.
_____________ 5.00 New members – Only if you want your new member folder mailed to you.
_____________ Total

Check # ______________ (made out to FKQG)
Check date _______________________

or Cash _____

Use of Information Policy – Please Read

Members are advised that participation in the Guild and its activities may result in the use of their name/
picture in guild publications, i.e., newsletter, meeting minutes, quilt show publications, FKQG website, etc.
The member agrees to hold harmless the Friendship Knot Quilters’ Guild and its members. By signing this
form, you have read and agree to the above Use of Information Policy.

Signature: __________________________________________
Mail to: Kathy Shanley
4530 Hidden River Rd., Sarasota, FL 34240
E-mail:Kathyquilter44@gmail.com
941-468-3686

Treasurer
Master List
File Card
Mail Newsletter

ID Card
E-Mail
New Folder
CG
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2020 Officers & Committee Chairs

Friendship Knot Quilters’ Guild, Inc.

Parliamentarian, Karen Clark
941-755-1122 - kcnurse@verizon.net

President, Cathy Lane*
941-355-2696 - rcblane@comcast.net

Public Relations : Position Open

1st Vice President, Education Chair, Gerda Hanson* 702-755-4015 - ddghanson@myactv.net

Website Assistant,

2nd V.P., Program Director, Ellen Simon*
941-723-8727 - cqmaker1950@gmail.com

Workshop Coordinator,

Treasurer, Joy Abbott*
941-371-3043 - joyabbott1@comcast.net
Past President, Delores Simpson*
941-924-7292 - dms@verizon.net

* Denotes voting board member
Uupdated 1/1/2019

Secretary, Marcia Slocum* 941-371-7704
marciaslocum@gmail.com and Cass Bowen*
941- 320-8840 - cbcassiecat@gmail.com
Web Master, Ruth Baggs
703-350-7652 - BAGGS_Ruth@yahoo.com
Class Registrar, Ann Greene
941-228--2256 - annsews@verizon.net
Cottage Group Coordinator, Denise Collado
941-924-6061 - doktacee@yahoo.com
Friendship, Bev Wiberg
941-341-9758 - beverly.wiberg@yahoo.com
Photographer, Brenda Wathier
941-926-4803 - bwathier@aol.com
and Kathy Dotson 941-266-0877
kdkwilts@aol.com
Librarian, Ellen Simon
941-723-8727 - cqmaker1950@gmail.com
Membership, Kathy Shanley
941-468-3686 - kathyquilter44@gmail.com
Newsletter Editor, Jane Sanks
941-923-4240 - rasanks22@aol.com

All Guild Meetings are held at
Sarasota Community Church
4041 Bahia Vista Street, Sarasota
Doors open at 6:15 p.m.
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All newsletter information due by
October 25, 2020
Email submissions by this date to the Editor, Jane Sanks at
rasanks22@aol.com
Friendship
If you know of a member who is ill, has suffered the loss of a loved one or otherwise should
be remembered by our Guild, please let me know
so I can send a card from the Guild.
beverly.wiberg@yahoo.com

Help save lives by wearing a face
mask!

The Friendship Note
7323 Bounty Drive
Sarasota, FL 34231

www.friendshipknotquilters.com
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